
Bylaws Committee Report 

Actions 

Our committee met on Feb 7 and 15 to review the proposed TDSB Bylaw Update. Committee 
members included: Omar Becerril, John Barrons, Diana Goldie, Willem Maas, Tania Osmond, 
and Melissa Rosen.


Our discussion included the following documents: 

-   the template -  (the TDSB Bylaw Update Template)

- our current bylaws -  (the NSS Constitution and Bylaws 2015)

- the Education Act -  (Ontario Regulation 612/00)

- the Nov 20 summaries prepared by Janice Barnett


Our goals were to review our current bylaws to make sure they were inclusive, accessible, easy 
to use, and compliant with OR 612 and the proposed mandatory bylaws in the template.


We reviewed our current bylaws and found them compliant with OR 612 and sufficient. 


We compared the template with our bylaws in the chart below. We added three mandatory 
bylaws that did not exist in our current bylaws. We did not include four of the mandatory 
bylaws, as compliance would be an issue for varying reasons (see explanations on chart). It did 
not make sense to us to adopt bylaws that we will not uphold, and they are not part of OR612.


Observations 

Our observations were that this template was cumbersome, confusing, wordy, and unhelpful to 
our Council. The added complexity represents a barrier of entry for parents to get involved in 
School Council and could disproportionately affect community members with limited access to 
time and resources. 


We also found the bylaws unnecessarily detailed. We believe most details should be 
suggested, not required, as they require more work to interpret, maintain, comply with, and 
enforce. By contrast, simple bylaws (like OR 612/00) allow for flexibility and adaptation 
according to the school’s evolving needs. 


We were not invited by the PCEO or PIAC to consult and give feedback in drafting this 
template.  As a result, our Council and committee’s meetings and energy have been forced to 
divert from supporting student success to debating administrative policy.


We did have concerns that some of the bylaw options invited the chairs, Principal or other 
TDSB administration to shut down communication formats, Council operations, or suspend 
members. OR 612/00 is very clear that the role of principal is strictly advisory, and action by 
Council is determined only by the majority of Council members. 


In conclusion, we believe this update will achieve the opposite effect of what was intended: it 
will intimidate and discourage parents from engaging. The template bylaws make running 
Council onerous, tedious, and unappealing to busy parents who just want to volunteer and 
support the students.


https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Community/How-to-Get-Involved/School-Councils/By-Laws
https://www.nsscouncil.com/uploads/7/7/5/0/77505964/nss_constitution2015-editedsept2021.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/000612


Next Steps 

1) We recommend that the attached copy of the revised NSS Constitution and Bylaws be 
adopted and approved at our next meeting. While this violates the required timelines for 
amendments in our current bylaws, this matter has been publicly discussed sufficiently to 
fulfill the spirit of the requirements. We believe a vote on Feb 23 would be beneficial for 
Council and fulfill the compliance requirements with the TDSB.


2) As we reviewed our current bylaws, we saw opportunities for additional edits to further 
improve accuracy and usability for all Northern parents. The edits include: updating links to 
pertinent policies, updating “parent” to parent/caregiver in certain places, and updating 
committee lists.


The committee would be willing to continue meeting and have this work completed for review 
and approval by the May 2023 meeting.



